shylock’s ap

IICE

«cationing judge takes
rt in mock appeal tied
‘Merchant in Venice’

RACHEL BONADIC

at do Supreme Court justces do on
I summer vacations? For Justice
h Bader Ginsburg — longtinie liber-
standard-bearer, recent Donald J.
mp critic — this year'zs answer is: Go
Yenice, watch your grandson per-
n ina production of ‘“The Merchant
‘enice” and preside over a moclt ap-
| of the city's most notorious resi-
t, Shylocl.
nd so, on Wednesday afteriaon, in
monumestal 15th-century  Scuola
ade di San Rocco, beneath ceiling
itings by Tintorette, Justice Gins-
2 and four other judpes, including
United Staies ambassador to Italy,
n R Philips, heard arguments on be-
of Shylock and two other characters,
ire reaching a unanimous ruling,
t'd describe it 25 fun,” Justice Gins-
2 said of the coming mocls appeal in
nterview an Tuesday, in whiclt she
ed about Yenice, which she first vis-
on her honeymoon in 1934, and
kespeare, whose work she foves —
neot abaut Mr. Tvump, weeks after
sajel she regretted her remarks crit-
ng the man wha is now the Republi-
presidential nominee,
he mock appeal hegan where the
+ ended: Shylock, the conniving
etian Jewis: moneyiender, insists
aollecting a pound of lesh from Ant-
1, who has defaulied on & loan, But a
ic, ackually Portia disguised as a
I, finds Shylock guilty of conspiring
inst Antonio and rufes that he must
d over haif his property to Antonio
the other half to the state.
ntonia says he wiil forgo his half, on
condition that Shylock cenvert to
isttanity and will his esiate to Jes-
, Shylock's wicked and rebeilious
ghter, wha has run off to Genoa witit
2nzo, a Christian, Shylock, humiliat-
1grees,
fter about two hours of arguments
about 20 minutes of deliberations,

and no court woukl enforce it

Ginsburg sald — to restare
¢'s properiy, to restere the 3,000
that he had lent te Antonio, and
fy the demand of ks conversion.
: conversion was sought by Anto-
istice Ginsburg said. “The defen-

dantin the case was decreeing the sanc-
tion. I never heard of 2 defendant in any
system turning intg a judge as Antonio
did” She added, to laughter, “And fi-
naily, after four centuries of delay in
seeking payment, we think that Shylack
i8 out of time in asking for interest.”

The court was not unanimous fn what
ta do witl: Portia. The judges raled that
because Portia was “an impostor}’ a
“hypoerite” and *'a trickster,” she
would be sanctioned by having to attend
law schoo] at the University of Padua,
where one of the judges, Laura Picchio

Forlati, taughL. Then she would haye to
pursug a master of laws degree at Walke
Forest University, where anather of the
judges, Richard Schneider, is a profes-
sot and dean.

WIr. Schneider said it wasn't daunting
to share the bench with Justice Gins-
buirg, "Because she was wonderful and
welcoming,” he said.

The audience was pripped, even in
sweltering heat, “It'san intellectual ver-
sion of reality television,” said Dominic
Green, 2 Shaltespeare scholar and pro-
fessor at Boston College, who attended.

Tt was an all-star Shakespears event,
Belore deliberations bepan, F. Murray
Abrabam recited the “hath not a Jew
eyes?’" speech. While the judges delb-
erated, the Shakespeare scholars Steph-
en Greenblatt and James Shapiro dis-
ctissed the play.

The mack appeal was linked to a pro-
ductionof ““The Merchant of Venice" be-
ing staged in the main square of Venice’s
Jewish phetto, performed by the New
Yoricbased Compagnia de’ Colombari,
partof a series of events this year mark-
ing the ghetta’s S00th anniversary.

Justice Ginsburg sajd she had be-
come involved in the mock appeal after
learning about the “Merchant of
Venice" production frem friends who
spend time each year in Venice, includ-
ing Judith Martin, who writes as diss
Manners, and the mystery novelist
Danns Leon. {Asked who had paid for
her visit, the justice sald she had come
to Venice after spealing at a cenference
hosted by New York Universily in Bar-
celona,)

The audience was

gripped, even in sweltering
heat, "It’s an intellectual
version of reality
television.”

Over the years, Justica Ginsburg has

presided over several other mock '

Shakespeare appeals, “In the one I like
muost, the question was whether Hamlet
was competent {o stand trizf for the
murder of Polonius" Justice Ginsburg
said. “My judgment was, yes he was.
But 'not anly Folonjus, but the grand
jury should consider whather he shonld
beindicted for Ophelia’s death.”

After Justice Ginsburg expressed in-
terestin a mock appeal, the play’s direc-
tor, Karin Coonrad, did a Skype audition
with the justice’s grandson, Pau! Spera,
an actor wholives in Panis. She cast him
as Lorenzo, who runs away with Jes-
sica, Shylocl’s daughtar,

““He's very, very good,' Justice Gins-
burg said of her grandson's perfor-
mance. “'I admit to being a kttle preju-
diced on the subject, but { thought he
was wonderful"

br. Spera, 30, said s grandmother
had naliced that they had cut bwo lines
from a famous scene with e relrain
“In such a night as this! ‘““My bubbe
was a little disappointed by that* Mr,
Spera said after opening night. Yes, he
said, he calls her “bubbe,” the Yiddish
term for grandmicther,

There bad been some controversy
among Jews in Venice about perform-

ing such a problematic play. ‘“When
was going {o school, "The Merchant «
Venice' was banned because it wa
lknown as an ant-Semitic play,” Justic
Ginsburg said. She said she agreed wit
the  assessment. “That's whe
Shiakespeare meant it to be,” she saic
“Shylock is a viijain. He’s insisting on
pounc of flesh, He's sharpening hi
knife.”

Shaul Bassi, a professor ¢
Shakespeare af the Unjversity of Venic
and a key arganizer of the mock triz
and the play, sees it differently, “It's nc
an anti-Semitic play, it's a play abou
anti-Semnitism," he said. Mr. Bassi, & cc
founder of the norprofit organizatio
Beit Venezia, said he hoped the produc
tion would show the ghetto as a meetin
place of cultures. *“This is an incredibl
oppartunity to rethink this place)” h
said.

The Jewish community of Venice
which numbers 450 people, is raisin,
funds to restore the five synagom:
buildings on the gheto’s main sgnare
which are crumbling after lack of main
tenance, and to reimagine the Jewisi
Museum. “{i's not a mauscleum, it's o
a loolk at the past,” said David Landac
who leads the community's restoration
commitiee,

Back at the mock trfal, after th
judges wrapped up, the last ward dida’
Zo 16 Justice Ginsburg but to Arrig
Cipriani, the owner of Harry's Ba
which sponsored a cocltail recepliot
after the ruling, Justice Ginsbury
eritered fo applause, and was prompth
handed a Bellind.




